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The Rev. Samuel Haughton communicated a short account 
of an Aurora, visible in Dublin on the night of October 2, 
1851. This Aurora passed the zenith; its crown, and the point 
of the horizon at which the streamers were vertical, being si- 
tuated in the magnetic meridian. The transverse arcs were 
sensibly portions of great circles to a distance of about 45° 
from the horizon, and intersected the magnetic meridian at 
right angles. In the neighbourhood of the crown of the Au- 
rora the transverse arcs were not great circles, and presented 
opposite curvatures at the different sides of the crown. At 
8.30, p. m. the streamers to the west of magnetic north were 
red, the streamers to the east being colourless, or perhaps 
slightly yellowish. At 9, p. m. the bearing of the north pole- 
star was taken with a Kater's compass and another. The read- 
ings were 30° W. and 31° W.; assuming the mean of these, 
and subtracting the variation in Dublin, 26° 30', this obser- 
vation would appear to indicate a westerly deflection of 4° 
produced by the Aurora. The air at the time of observation 
was saturated with moisture ; baroin. 29 • 1 5 in. ; dry bulb therm. 
49° ; wet bulb therm. 49°. The streamers seemed to intersect 
the transverse arcs at right angles, and to follow the deviations 
of the latter from great circles in the neighbourhood of the 
crown of the Aurora. The distance of the latter from zenith 
was not measured, but it appeared about the same as the dis- 
tance of the north point of the Aurora from the meridian. 



The Rev. Charles Graves, D. D., communicated a notice, 
extracted by Mr. Charles P. Mac Donnell from the Cata- 
logue of MSS. in the Library of Cambray : 

" Catalogue descriptif et raisonne des manuscrits de la 
Bibliotheque de Cambrai, par A. le Glay. Cambrai, in 8°. 
1831. pp. 122. 

" MS. 619. Canones Hibermci, in fol. vel. b. C. M. MS. 
a 2 colonncs, ecriture minuscule du 8 Siecle. A la fin du 
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volume on lit la souscription suivante en lettres capitales 
hautes et enclavees, et en onciales : Explicit liber canonum 
quern Dominus Albericus episcopus nobis Camaracensium et 
Atrabatensium fieri rogavit. Deo gratias. Amen. Alberic qui 
fit confectionner ce volume, occupa les sieges de Cambrai et 
d' Arras depuis 763 jusques vers 790. Notre MS. a done en- 
viron 1 150 ans d'antiquite ; et pourtant ce n'est pas encore 
par la qu'il est le plus remarquable. Vers le milieu du volume 
dans un chapitre intitule : De bonis non recipiendis, on trouve 
une espece d'exhortation en langue vulgaire du temps, dont 
voici un echantillon : Ocup aipOe cpuche apchpipc cembep 
ichomup coipp ocup anme aipepechechap pliccu ajt peooc moag 
nimpachic ipaipe apbep. Je ne suis pas certain de n'avoir pas 
quelquefois confondus deux mots en un seul. Si ces phrases 
sont de l'ancien Irlandais, on ne concoit pas trop pourquoi 
Alberic aurait conserve ce langage etranger dans une allocution 
destinee aux peuples Francs, dont il avait la direction. Ne 
serait ce pas plutot la langue Celtique qu'on parlait en France 
et dans' les lies Britanniques avant que la langue Ilomane se 
fait forme de la corruption du Latin mele avec les idiomes 
indigenes ? Les canons contenus dans ce MS. sont ceux du 
concile tenu en Irelande vers 684. D. Luc dAcheri en a 
insere des extraits dans son Spicilegium, 2 e edition, in fol. 
1 723, t. i. p. 492. Les Peres Martene et Durand, y ont ajoute 
une supplement dans leur Thes. Nov. Aneed. in fol. 1717, t.iv. 
p. 1 ; mais notre MS. offre beaucoup de choses qu'on ne trove 
pas dans ces extraits. Du reste il ne contient que les 38 l* rs 
livres de la collection qui en a ordinairement 65, V. les ad- 
ditions [du Catalogue]. 

[Add. p. 242] : 

"MS. No. 619. Depuis 1'impression de cet article j'ai eu 
occasion d'examiner la Collection de David Wilkins, intitulee, 
Concilia Magna Britt. et Hib., in fol., 4 vols. Lond. 1737. Je 
n'y ai pas trouve le passage en langue vulgaire dont j'ai cite 
quelques lignes." 
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Dr. Graves pointed out the importance of having the an- 
tiquity of these Irish Canons established in so conclusive a 
manner, and adduced instances to show that they illustrated 
the early civil history of Ireland. Though professedly a col- 
lection of Ecclesiastical Canons, they contain amongst them 
several laws that are purely of a civil character, and many 
allusions to the existing state of society. In the ancient 
Brehon Laws, still extant in the Irish language, the very 
same institutions are to be found, forming parts of a system 
which is altogether similar and coherent. Thus the indepen- 
dent testimony of the Canons, whose age is now fully ascer- 
tained, demonstrates the genuineness and antiquity of our 
Brehon Laws. 



Francis M. Jennings, Esq., presented a lithograph repre- 
senting the great Cork Tree now growing at Summertown, 
near Cork, and described by J. C. Loudon, in the " Arbore- 
tum et Fruticum Britannicum," vol. iii. pi. 1916. 



